THE EVIDENCE  OF  THE  PLAYS
The following evidence is relevant to the dates
and composition of these plays:
Measure for Measure. Performed 1604,, and
therefore probably written during Oxford's life-
time. Allen dates it 1581, as it is based on the
intrigue between Oxford and Anne Vavasour in
that year, when both were sent to the Tower. Sir
Thomas Knyvet, the uncle of Anne, fought a duel
with Oxford in 1582, in which both were wounded,
Oxford seriously. Hence apparently: "So I made
lame by fortune's dearest spite55 (Sonnet 37).
Burghley, writing to Hatton in 1582, said of
Oxford: "He has been punished so far, or further,
than any like crime hath been, first by Her Majesty,
and then by the drab's friend in revenge, to the peril
ofhislife.55 (Anne Vavasour was a noted courtesan.)
Othello. Performed at Court in 1604, an<3 Pre"
sumably written during Lord Oxford5s lifetime*
Holland finds fourteen incidents to date the play
in 1588, the most important being astronomical.
He writes: "The whole combined phenomenon
is one which occurs once in an average of
forty-four years, and it did occur on Sunday,
December 8, 1588." Moreover, the references to
the Armada (of 1588) seem unmistakable.
King Lear. Chambers recognises that King Lear
must be dated by the topical allusion to the eclipses:
These late eclipses of the sun and moon
Portend no good to us.   (I, ii)
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